Methamphetamine Regulations Letter Templates
[bookmark: _Hlk228889667]These sample letters can help you meet your obligations with dealing with methamphetamine contamination at a rental property.
For information about your rights and responsibilities see Guidelines on meth contamination » Tenancy Services
 Landlord to tenant (Residential Tenancy)
1. Initial notice — when Police/Council have notified the landlord of likely meth manufacture or a screening test has shown >15µg/100cm², and the landlord must arrange professional detailed testing.
2. Notice after detailed testing: contamination 15–30µg/100cm² — contaminated but still habitable.
3. Notice after detailed testing: contamination >30µg/100cm² — uninhabitable.
4. Notice of decontamination plan and schedule of works — for tenancies continuing during remediation.

1. Initial notice letter: Notification of possible methamphetamine contamination and entry for testing
Purpose:
For use when the landlord is required to test because Police/council notified them of possible manufacture, OR a legally valid screening test has shown results >15µg/100cm².

[Date]
[Tenant name(s)]
[Tenancy address]

Dear [Tenant name(s)]
Notice of required methamphetamine testing at the premises
I am writing to inform you that [Police/the Council] have advised me that there was, or it is likely that there was, methamphetamine manufacturing at the premises, OR a prescribed screening assessment completed in accordance with the Residential Tenancies (Managing Methamphetamine Contamination) Regulations 2026 (the Regulations) has returned a result above 15µg/100cm².
Under the Residential Tenancies Act 1986 (the Act) and the Regulations, I am required to arrange a professional detailed assessment of the premises by an independent accredited sampler.
Entry for professional testing
I will be engaging:
Testing company: [Name]
Accredited sampler: [Name]
Date of entry: [Date – must give minimum 48 hours’ notice and maximum 14 days’ notice for residential tenancies]
Time: Between 8am and 7pm (unless otherwise agreed)
Purpose: Conduct detailed methamphetamine contamination assessment
Please ensure access is available at the arranged time. This testing is mandatory under the Regulations in the circumstances described above.
Sharing test results
I will provide you with a copy of the detailed assessment report within 7 days of receiving it, as required by the Act. 
If the results show contamination above 15µg/100cm², I will be legally obligated to arrange decontamination of affected areas. If results exceed 30µg/100cm², the premises may be classified as uninhabitable and additional notice rights will apply. You will be fully informed of next steps.
If you have any questions, please contact me at [phone/email].
For information on your tenancy rights and responsibilities go to tenancy.govt.nz.
Kind regards,
[Landlord Name]
[Address]
[Phone / Email]

2. Notice after detailed testing: Results 16–30µg/100cm² (Contaminated but habitable)
Purpose:
When contamination is confirmed above the safe limit (15µg/100cm²) but below 30µg/100cm², meaning the tenancy may continue while decontamination happens.

[Date]
[Tenant name(s)]
[Tenancy address]

Dear [Tenant name(s)]
Results of detailed methamphetamine assessment
This letter provides the results of the detailed methamphetamine contamination assessment conducted on [date] by [accredited sampler/company].
In accordance with the Residential Tenancies Act 1986, I am providing these results within 7 days of receiving them.
Summary of results
Testing has identified methamphetamine residue levels above 15µg/100cm² but below 30µg/100cm² in the following rooms/areas:
· [List rooms/levels]
Under the regulations this means the affected rooms are contaminated, and I am required to ensure the premises are decontaminated to 15µg/100cm² or below as soon as practicable.
These results do not classify the premises as uninhabitable. The tenancy may continue.
Decontamination
I am required to arrange professional decontamination (or undertake it myself according to prescribed processes). I will provide you with:
· a schedule of works
· expected timeline
· required access times (minimum 24 hours’ notice)
· your rights during the decontamination period.
If you prefer to temporarily vacate the premises during the work, please contact me so we can make appropriate arrangements.
Please find the full detailed assessment report attached.
If you have any questions, I am available at [phone/email].
For information on your tenancy rights and responsibilities go to tenancy.govt.nz.
Kind regards,
[Landlord Name]

3. Notice after detailed testing: Results >30µg/100cm² (Uninhabitable) and it is not limited to a remote and inconsequential part of the premises
Purpose:
For when contamination is above 30µg/100cm² - the premises are legally uninhabitable, and both parties have special termination rights.
If contamination above 30µg/100cm² is limited only to a remote and inconsequential part of the premises, different rules apply and neither party may immediately terminate the tenancy. In that situation the rent abates accordingly and either party may apply to the Tenancy Tribunal for a termination. 

[Date]
[Tenant name(s)]
[Tenancy address]

Dear [Tenant name(s)]
Results of detailed methamphetamine assessment – Premises uninhabitable
This letter provides the results of the detailed methamphetamine contamination assessment completed on [date] by [accredited sampler/company]. I am providing these results within the required 7‑day timeframe.
Summary of results
Testing has identified methamphetamine residue levels above 30µg/100cm² in the following areas:
· [List rooms/levels]
Under the Regulations the premises are legally considered uninhabitable.
Immediate implications
· Rent abates (stops) from the date the premises became uninhabitable, provided the contamination was not caused by you or your guests.
· I am legally required to ensure the premises are decontaminated to 15µg/100cm² or below before they can be rented again.
· The tenancy may be ended by either party, provided neither party caused the contamination.
Termination rights (if neither party is at fault)
· You may end the tenancy with 2 days’ notice.
· I may end the tenancy with 7 days’ notice.
If you wish to terminate, please do so in writing.
Next steps
I will provide:
· a decontamination plan and schedule of works
· notice of entry requirements
· information about any abandoned goods process if applicable
Please contact me directly at [phone/email] to discuss arrangements for access, retrieval of belongings, or tenancy termination.
A full copy of the detailed assessment report is attached.
For information on your tenancy rights and responsibilities go to tenancy.govt.nz.
Kind regards,
[Landlord name]

4. Notice of decontamination plan and schedule of works (for tenants staying or temporarily relocating)
Purpose:
To meet best‑practice communication obligations and keep tenants informed.

[Date]
[Tenant name(s)]
[Tenancy address]

Dear [Tenant name(s)]
Decontamination of methamphetamine‑affected areas – Schedule and access information
Following the detailed assessment dated [date], the following areas/rooms require decontamination to meet the legal requirement of 15µg/100cm² or less:
• [List rooms]
Decontamination provider
[Name of contractor OR note that the landlord will perform work]
Estimated start date: [date]
Estimated completion date: [date]
(These dates may change depending on access, testing results, or safety requirements.)
Scope of work
The decontamination process will include:
· ventilating the premises
· HEPA vacuuming and steam cleaning carpets and soft furnishings where required under the Regulations
· removing or cleaning contaminated furnishings
· cleaning surfaces in accordance with NZS 8510:2017 as modified by the regulations
· safe disposal of contaminated waste
· possible encapsulation of structural elements (if required)
· post decontamination detailed assessment by an accredited sampler
Access requirements
Entry will be required on the following dates/times:
· [List dates – provide at least 24 hours’ notice to the tenant(s)]
Please ensure access is available. I will keep you updated if dates change.
Your tenancy during decontamination
☐ Tenant will remain in the property
☐ Tenant will temporarily vacate the property
☐ Rent abatement agreed: [details]
☐ Alternative arrangement agreed: [details]
(Record agreements in writing as recommended.)
Next steps
After decontamination is complete, I will arrange an independent post-decontamination assessment. You will receive the results within 7 days of me receiving them.
If you have any questions or require assistance, please contact me at [phone/email].
For information on your tenancy rights and responsibilities go to tenancy.govt.nz.
Kind regards,
[Landlord name]






