Methamphetamine Regulations Letter Templates
[bookmark: _Hlk228890198]These sample letters can help you meet your obligations with dealing with methamphetamine contamination at a boarding house.
For information about your rights and responsibilities see Guidelines on meth contamination » Tenancy Services
Landlord to tenant (Boarding House)
1. Initial notice - when Police/Council have notified the landlord of likely meth manufacture or a screening test has shown >15µg/100cm², and the landlord must arrange professional detailed testing.
2. Notice after detailed testing: contamination 15–30µg/100cm² - contaminated but still habitable
3. Notice after detailed testing: contamination >30µg/100cm² - uninhabitable.
Boarding houses have different notice requirements:
· 24 hours' notice for entry to boarding rooms (not 48 hours).
· Landlords must notify all boarding house tenants of results within 7 days.
· Testing can apply to the tenant’s room and/or shared facilities.
1. Boarding house initial notice letter: Notification of possible methamphetamine contamination & entry for testing
Purpose:
For use when the landlord is required to test because Police/council notified them of possible manufacture, OR a legally valid screening test has shown results >15µg/100cm².

[Date]
To all affected boarding house tenants
[Boarding house address]
Dear tenants,
Notice of Methamphetamine testing – Mandatory detailed assessment
I am writing to notify you that [Police/the Council] have advised that methamphetamine manufacturing is likely to have occurred at the premises OR a permitted screening assessment has identified levels above 15µg/100cm² in [the room/shared area].
Under the Residential Tenancies Act 1986 (the Act) and the Residential Tenancies (Managing Methamphetamine Contamination) Regulations 2026, I am required to arrange a professional detailed assessment by an accredited sampler.
Entry for testing
An accredited sampler will enter [room/area] on:
Date: [Insert date — minimum 24 hours’ notice]
Time: Between 8am–7pm
Testing company: [Name]
Sampler: [Name]
Purpose: Detailed methamphetamine contamination assessment
Please ensure access is available. Testing is mandatory.
Results
I will supply results to all boarding house tenants within 7 days of receiving the assessment report, as required by the Act. 
If levels exceed 15µg/100cm², decontamination will be required. If levels exceed 30µg/100cm², the affected area may be considered uninhabitable and additional rights may apply.
If you have any questions, please contact me at [phone/email].
For information on your tenancy rights and responsibilities go to tenancy.govt.nz.
Kind regards,
[Landlord/Boarding house operator name]

2. Boarding house notice after detailed testing: Results 15–30µg/100cm² (Contaminated but habitable)
Purpose:
When contamination is confirmed above the safe limit (15µg/100cm²) but below 30µg/100cm², meaning the tenancy may continue while decontamination happens.

[Date]
 [Boarding house address]

Dear tenants,
Detailed methamphetamine assessment results – Contaminated areas identified
This letter provides the results of the detailed methamphetamine contamination assessment completed on [date] by [company/accredited sampler].
The following rooms/areas have tested above 15µg/100cm² but below 30µg/100cm²:
· [List rooms/areas]
These areas are legally considered contaminated. I must arrange decontamination until levels are 15µg/100cm² or below.
The premises are not classified as uninhabitable, and occupants may continue residing here during remediation.
Next steps
· I will arrange decontamination as soon as practicable.
· You will receive a schedule of works and required access times for the boarding rooms (minimum 24 hours’ notice).
· Only affected rooms/areas will be decontaminated.
· Shared facilities may be temporarily unavailable — I will provide temporary alternatives if needed.
A full copy of the detailed assessment report is attached/provided.
For questions, please contact me at [phone/email].
Kind regards,
[Landlord/operator name]

3. Boarding house notice after detailed testing: Results >30µg/100cm² (Uninhabitable) and it is not limited to a remote and inconsequential part of the premises.
Purpose:
For when contamination is above 30µg/100cm² - the premises are legally uninhabitable, and both parties have special termination rights.
If contamination above 30µg/100cm² is limited only to a remote and inconsequential part of the premises, different rules apply and neither party may immediately terminate the tenancy. In that situation the rent abates accordingly and either party may apply to the Tenancy Tribunal for a termination. 

[Date]
[Boarding house address]

Dear tenants,
Detailed methamphetamine assessment results – Uninhabitable area
This letter provides the results of the detailed methamphetamine assessment conducted on [date] by [company/accredited sampler].
· The following areas have tested above 30µg/100cm²:
[List rooms/areas]
Under the legislation these areas are legally uninhabitable and rent for the affected room(s)should abate (stop) accordingly, provided tenants are not at fault.
Where shared facilities are uninhabitable, I will update you immediately regarding temporary facilities, access restrictions, or relocation options.
Termination rights
If neither you nor your guests caused the contamination, you may end your boarding house tenancy with 2 days’ written notice.
I may also end the tenancy with 7 days’ notice, provided neither party caused the contamination.
If contamination resulted from another resident’s breach, I will notify you separately and take action.
Next Steps
· A decontamination plan and schedule will be provided.
· Entry notice will be supplied before any work in boarding rooms (minimum 24 hours).
· Your belongings in contaminated areas may need to be managed under the abandoned goods rules if you vacate.
Please contact me at [phone/email] with any questions.
For information on your tenancy rights and responsibilities go to tenancy.govt.nz.
Kind regards,
[Landlord/operator name]
